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��� plantings aim to recreate at least 4 Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC) types.  

Approximately 1.5 hectares of plantings have been developed with community playing a leading role.  The site 
was originally a bend of the Merri Creek which was bypassed when the creek was straightened.  The area was 
subsequently used as a tip and filled in.  In the 1980’s it was developed into a retarding basin as a part of the 
flood protection works for the Sumner Estate, Northcote.  Plantings of tree and shrubs took place in the early 
1990’s, emulating Streambank Shrubland and Escarpment Shrubland EVCs.  In the year 2000, the base of the 
basin was re-shaped and water from stormwater drainage from the adjoining estate was connected to develop 
a series of ephemeral wetland pool and marshes. These have been planted up to emulate Creekline Grassy 
Woodland and Plains Grassy Wetland EVCs.  These plantings are well connected to the major corridor of 
indigenous vegetation along the Merri Creek parklands.  They provide diverse habitat resources and have 
become home to a wide array of fauna.  

�����������������	����� type plantings have been developed in the flats around the Billabong ponds 

and in open areas on the north facing slope above the wetland.  They are dominated by Common Tussock 
Grass, Poa labillardierei and River Red-gum, Eucalyptus camaldulensis.   Weeds in this zone include species 
that germinate in disturbed open areas, especially along tracks (Oats, Pimpernel and Goose-grass) or that are 
able to persist amid high competition of the native grasses (Fumitories, Couch, Paspalum).  Conditions are 
conducive to weed growth throughout the year so there will always be something to work on! 
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Priority weed species 

Couch, Bristly Ox-tongue, Clovers and Bromes  

• Summer 

Couch, Ox-tongue and Wireweed grow rapidly.  Do 
not attempt to handweed) but do disentangle or 
remove stems from amongst natives, leaving the 
bulk for herbicide treatment. Reomove seed-heads 
of Dock but leave the leaves (big taproot).  
Paspalum,  Goose-grass and Pig-weed develop 
rapidly, handweed as soon as they are noticed.   

• Autumn 

Perhaps the quietest month for this zone. Remove 
seed-heads and patrol for the last of the summer 
weeds.  After the Autumn break,try to become 
familiar with the germinants of different weeds..   

• Winter 

Carefully handweed the young weeds as they 
emerge, especially around open ground that may 
have germinants of native grasses and herbs.   

• Spring 

A busy season, try to remove Fumitories, annual grasses and Cleavers before they have a chance to set seed.   

Removing seedheads is valuable any time of year! 

Pre-spray handweeds are ideally timed a week before herbicide application. Remove weeds from around the 
base of indigenous plants. Isolate indigenous plants from the general weed mass. 

Post-spray handweeds are best 2-3 weeks after herbicide application. Don’t waste time removing dying weeds 
(obvious from yellowing foliage). This is an ideal time to remove any remaining healthy weeds growing through, 
indigenous plants.  Remember handweeding is easier with moist soil, carry a digging tool with you for stubborn 
roots! 

 

   Creekline 

    Grassy     

  Woodland 
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Common Name Species Life-form Family Potential for 
handweeding 

Scarlet Pimpernel Anagallis arvensis Annual Primulaceae High 
Capeweed Arctotheca calendula Annual Asteraceae High 

Wild Oat Avena fatua Annual Poaceae High 

Twiggy Turnip Brassica fruticulosa Biennial/Perennial Herb Brassicaceae High 
Prairie Grass Bromus catharticus Annual Poaceae High 

Great Brome Bromus diandrus Annual Poaceae High 
Soft Brome Bromus hordaceus Annual Poaceae High 

Shepherds Purse Capsella bursapastoris Annual Brassicaceae High 
Common Centaury Centaurium erythraea Annual Gentianaceae High 

Mouse-ear Chickweed Cerastium glomeratum Annual Caryophyllaceae High 

Spear Thistle Cirsium vulgare Biennial Asteraceae Low (High when 
young) Flea-bane Conyza albida Biennial Asteraceae High 

Common couch Cynodon dactylon Perennial Herb Poaceae Low 
Cock's Foot Dactylus glomeratus Perennial Herb Poaceae Low 

Annual Veldt Grass Ehrharta longiflora Annual Poaceae High 

Goose Grass Eleusine indica Annual Poaceae High 
White-flower Fumitory Fumaria capreolata Annual Fumariaceae High 

Wall Fumitory Fumaria muralis Annual Fumariaceae High 
Cleavers Galium aparine Annual Rubiaceae High 

Bristly Ox-tongue Helminthotheca echioides Annnual/Biennial herb Asteraceae Low (High when 
young) Barley Grass Hordeum leporinum Annual Poaceae High 

Sea Barley Grass Hordeum marinum Annual Poaceae High 

Cat's-ear Hypochoeris radicata Perennial Herb Asteraceae Low (High when 
young) Compass Plant Lactuca serriola Annual Asteraceae High 

Common Pepper-cress Lepidium africanum Annual/Biennial Herb Brassicaceae Low (High when 
young) Perrenial Rye-grass Lolium perenne Perennial Herb Poaceae Low (High when 
young) Small-flowered Mallow Malva parviflora Annual/Biennial Herb Malvaceae Low (High when 
young) Common Medic Medicago polymorpha Annual Fabaceae High 

Red Mallow Modiola caroliniana Perennial Herb Malvaceae Low 

Wood Sorrel Oxalis corniculata Perennial Herb Oxalidaceae Low (High when 
young) Sour-sob Oxalis pes-caprae Bulbous geophyte Oxalidaceae Low 

Paspalum Paspalum dilatatum Perennial Herb Poaceae Low 

Toowoomba Canary Grass Phalaris aquatica Perennial Herb Poaceae Low 
Buck's-horn Plantain Plantago coronopus Perennial Herb Plantaginaceae Low (High when 

young) Ribwort Plantago lanceolata Perennial Herb Plantaginaceae Low (High when 
young) Winter Grass Poa annua Annual Poaceae High 

Wire-weed Polygonum aviculare Annual Polygonaceae Low (High when 
young) Pig-weed Portulaca oleraceus Annual Portulacaceae High 

Turnip-weed Rapistrum rugosum Annual Brassicaceae High 

Onion weed Romulea rosea Cormous geophyte Liliaceae Low 
Clustered Dock Rumex conglomeratus Perennial Herb Polygonaceae Low 

Curly Dock Rumex crispus Perennial Herb Polygonaceae Low 
Black Nightshade Solanum nigrum Perennial Herb Solanceae High 

Sow Thistle Sonchus oleraceus Annual Asteraceae High 

Chickweed Stellaria media Annual Caryophyllaceae High 
Dandelion Taraxacum sects Hamata 

&Vulgaria 
Perennial Herb Asteraceae Low 

Hop Clover Trifolium campestre Annual Fabaceae High 
Cluster Clover Trifolium glomeratum Annual Fabaceae High 

White Clover Trifolium repens Perennial Herb Fabaceae Low 
Creeping Speedwell Veronica persica Annual Scrophulariacea High 

Common Vetch Vicia sativa Annual Fabaceae High 

Squirrel-tail fescue Vulpia bromoides Annual Poaceae High 

 

Species with a ‘Low’ effectiveness are species that have a rootstock that prevents effective removal without 
substantial digging.  Herbicide treatment is recommended for efficient eradication.  Handweeding/pruning may 
be essential to isolate the weed infestation from desirable plants prior to spraying.   



�����������	�
��������	������������
���
���

                                                                                    
Produced by Merri Creek Management Committee and Friends of Merri Creek 

���������
����������

���������������
�
����������

�����������	�
��� plantings aim to recreate at least 4 Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC) types.  

Approximately 1.5 hectares of plantings have been developed with community playing a leading role.  The site 
was originally a bend of the Merri Creek which was bypassed when the creek was straightened.  The area was 
subsequently used as a tip and filled in.  In the 1980’s it was developed into a retarding basin as a part of the 
flood protection works for the Sumner Estate, Northcote.  Plantings of tree and shrubs took place in the early 
1990’s, emulating Streambank Shrubland and Escarpment Shrubland EVCs.  In the year 2000, the base of the 
basin was re-shaped and water from stormwater drainage from the adjoining estate was connected to develop 
a series of ephemeral wetland pool and marshes. These have been planted up to emulate Creekline grassy 
Woodland and Plains Grassy Wetland EVCs.  These plantings are well connected to the major corridor of 
indigenous vegetation along the Merri Creek parklands.  They provide diverse habitat resources and have 
become home to a wide array of fauna.  

���������
��������� plantings occur on the higher and north-facing slopes.  They are dominated by tree 

species such as Yellow Box, Eucalyptus melliodora, Lightwood, Acacia implexa and shrubby species such as 
Thop Bush, Dodonea viscosa.  This zone  becomes extremely dry in summer so weed growth is largely 
restricted to the wetter months, especially winter-growing annuals such as Bromes, Twiggy turnip and Wild 
oats. 
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Priority weed species 

Twiggy Turnip, Black Nightshade, Panic Veldt Grass  

• Summer 

Little weed growth.  Bag and remove any seed-
heads 

• Autumn 

Continue the summer tasks, this is a good catchup 
season as there is little growth prior to the Autumn 
break.   

• Winter 

Handweed abundant seedlings of the Twiggy turnip, 
Oats and Bromes and other annual grasses  around 
understorey plantings.  This will permit natural 
regeneration to establish and thrive. 

• Spring 

Maintain the Winter task of young weed removal to 
encourage natural regeneration. A high priority is to 
remove Fumitory and Cleavers before they become 
large.  Attempt to prevent annual grass seeding.   

 

Pre-spray handweeds are ideally timed a week before herbicide application. Remove weeds from around the 
base of indigenous plants. Isolate indigenous plants from the general weed mass. 

Post-spray handweeds are best 2-3 weeks after herbicide application. Don’t waste time removing dying weeds 
(obvious from yellowing foliage). This is an ideal time to remove any remaining healthy weeds growing through, 
indigenous plants.  Remember handweeding is easier with moist soil, carry a digging tool with you for stubborn 
roots! 

 

Escarpment 
Shrubland 
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Common Name Species Life-form Family Potential for 
handweeding 

Cruel Vine Araujia hortorum Vine Asclepediaceae Low 

Wild Oat Avena fatua Annual Poaceae High 

Twiggy Turnip Brassica fruticulosa Biennial/Perennial Herb Brassicaceae High 

Prairie Grass Bromus catharticus Annual Poaceae High 

Great Brome Bromus diandrus Annual Poaceae High 

Soft Brome Bromus hordaceus Annual Poaceae High 

Common Centaury Centaurium erythraea Annual Gentianaceae High 

Mouse-ear 
Chickweed Cerastium glomeratum Annual Caryophyllaceae High 

Mirror-bush Coprosma repens Large Shrub Rubiaceae 
Low (High when 
young) 

Panic Veldt-grass Ehrharta erecta Perennial Herb Poaceae High 

Annual Veldt Grass Ehrharta longiflora Annual Poaceae High 

White-flower 
Fumitory Fumaria capreolata Annual Fumariaceae High 

Wall Fumitory Fumaria muralis Annual Fumariaceae High 

Cleavers Galium aparine Annual Rubiaceae High 

Compass Plant Lactuca serriola Annual Asteraceae 

High 

Common Pepper-
cress 

Lepidium africanum Annual/Biennial Herb Brassicaceae Low (High when 
young) 

Small-flowered 
Mallow 

Malva parviflora Annual/Biennial Herb Malvaceae Low (High when 
young) 

Wood Sorrel Oxalis corniculata Perennial Herb Oxalidaceae 
Low (High when 
young) 

Sour-sob Oxalis pes-caprae Bulbous geophyte Oxalidaceae Low 

Sweet Pittosporum Pittosporum undulatum Large Shrub Pittosporaceae High 

Wire-weed Polygonum aviculare Annual Polygonaceae Low (High when 
young) 

Pig-weed Portulaca oleraceus Annual Portulacaceae High 

Turnip-weed Rapistrum rugosum Annual Brassicaceae High 

Black Nightshade Solanum nigrum Perennial Herb Solanceae High 

Sow Thistle Sonchus oleraceus Annual Asteraceae High 

Squirrel-tail fescue Vulpia bromoides Annual Poaceae High 
 

Species with a ‘Low’ effectiveness are species that have a rootstock that prevents effective removal without 
substantial digging.  Herbicide treatment is recommended for efficient eradication.  Handweeding/pruning may 
be essential to isolate the weed infestation from desirable plants prior to spraying.   
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�����������	�
��� plantings aim to recreate at least 4 Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC) types.  

Approximately 1.5 hectares of plantings have been developed with community playing a leading role.  The site 
was originally a bend of the Merri Creek which was bypassed when the creek was straightened.  The area was 
subsequently used as a tip and filled in.  In the 1980’s it was developed into a retarding basin as a part of the 
flood protection works for the Sumner Estate, Northcote.  Plantings of tree and shrubs took place in the early 
1990’s, emulating Streambank Shrubland and Escarpment Shrubland EVCs.  In the year 2000, the base of the 
basin was re-shaped and water from stormwater drainage from the adjoining estate was connected to develop 
a series of ephemeral wetland pool and marshes. These have been planted up to emulate Creekline grassy 
Woodland and Plains Grassy Wetland EVCs.  These plantings are well connected to the major corridor of 
indigenous vegetation along the Merri Creek parklands.  They provide diverse habitat resources and have 
become home to a wide array of fauna.  

��������������	�
��� type plantings have been developed in the ‘billabongs’ at the base of the wetland. 

They may only hold water in winter and spring.  The billabongs closest to the drain in are almost permanently 
wet while those furthest from the drain may only fill once or twice a year.  There are a series of zones around 
the billabongs.  The deepest zones may have Nardoo and Milfoil.  Higher there is a zone of Rushes and 
sedges, merging to the Tussock grasses that characterise the Creekline Tussock Woodland.  The anaerobic, 
water-logged soil and the dense growth of semi-aquatics means that only a limited suite of weeds are 
troublesome.  The worst of these are the Strawberry clover, White Clover, Aster-weed and Drain Flat-sedge 
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Priority weed species 

Strawberry clover, White Clover, Aster-weed and 
Drain Flat-sedge 

• Summer 

Pre-spray handweed summer growing species, 
especially rhizomatous ones such as Strawberry 
Clover to ‘separate’ it from desirable plants, leave 
the bulk for herbicide treatment.  Handweed Aster 
before it has a chance to set seed.  Weeds will 
remain active in this area so make this a priority 
area. 

• Autumn 

Continue Summer tasks- don’t forget to patrol the 
‘hard to reach’ areas in the north-west billabong.   

• Winter 

There is typically little growth at this time and the 
billabongs are boggy. Limit works to the fringes. 

• Spring 

Handweed carefully around remnant plants, especially the diverse species that have been planted in the 
southern-most billabong, open up space for germinating indigenous plants such as Sneeze-weed.   

Pre-spray handweeds are ideally timed a week before herbicide application. Remove weeds from around the 
base of indigenous plants. Isolate indigenous plants from the general weed mass. 

Post-spray handweeds are best 2-3 weeks after herbicide application. Don’t waste time removing dying weeds 
(obvious from yellowing foliage). This is an ideal time to remove any remaining healthy weeds growing through, 
indigenous plants.  Remember handweeding is easier with moist soil, carry a digging tool with you for stubborn 
roots! 

 

Plains Grassy 
Wetland  
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Common Name Species Life-form Family Potential for 
handweeding 

Box-elder Acer negundo Tree Aceraceae 
Low (High when young) 

Three-cornered Garlic Allium triquetrum Bulbous geophyte Liliaceae 
Low (High when young) 

Scarlet Pimpernel Anagallis arvensis Annual Primulaceae 
High 

Aster Weed Aster subulatus Biennial Asteraceae 
High 

Hastate Orache Atriplex prostrata Annual Chenopodiaceae 
Low (High when young) 

Shepherds Purse Capsella bursapastoris Annual Brassicaceae 
High 

Common Bitter-cress Cardamine hirsuta Annual Brassicaceae 
  

Spear Thistle Cirsium vulgare Biennial Asteraceae 
Low (High when young) 

Flea-bane Conyza albida Biennial Asteraceae 
High 

Drain Flat-sedge Cyperus eragrostis Perennial Herb Cyperaceae 
Low (High when young) 

Barnyard Grass Echinochloa crus-galli Annual Poaceae 
  

Petty Spurge Euphorbia peplus Annual Euphorbiaceae 
High 

White-flower Fumitory Fumaria capreolata Annual Fumariaceae 
High 

Wall Fumitory Fumaria muralis Annual Fumariaceae 
High 

Bristly Ox-tongue Helminthotheca 
echioides 

Annnual/Biennial 
herb 

Asteraceae 
Low (High when young) 

Barley Grass Hordeum leporinum Annual Poaceae 
High 

Sea Barley Grass Hordeum marinum Annual Poaceae 
High 

Compass Plant Lactuca serriola Annual Asteraceae 
High 

Perrenial Rye-grass Lolium perenne Perennial Herb Poaceae 
Low (High when young) 

Small-flowered Mallow Malva parviflora Annual/Biennial 
Herb 

Malvaceae 
Low (High when young) 

Common Medic Medicago polymorpha Annual Fabaceae 
High 

Red Mallow Modiola caroliniana Perennial Herb Malvaceae 
Low 

Paspalum Paspalum dilatatum Perennial Herb Poaceae 
Low 

Toowoomba Canary 
Grass 

Phalaris aquatica Perennial Herb Poaceae 
Low 

Buck's-horn Plantain Plantago coronopus Perennial Herb Plantaginaceae 
Low (High when young) 

Water Plantain Plantago major Perennial Herb Plantaginaceae 
Low (High when young) 

Winter Grass Poa annua Annual Poaceae 
High 

Wire-weed Polygonum aviculare Annual Polygonaceae 
Low (High when young) 

Clustered Dock Rumex conglomeratus Perennial Herb Polygonaceae 
Low 

Curly Dock Rumex crispus Perennial Herb Polygonaceae 
Low 

Chickweed Stellaria media Annual Caryophyllaceae 
High 

Dandelion Taraxacum sects Hamata 
&Vulgaria 

Perennial Herb Asteraceae 
Low 

Strawberry Clover Trifolium fragiferum Perrenial Herb Fabaceae 
Low 

White Clover Trifolium repens Perennial Herb Fabaceae 
Low 

Common Vetch Vicia sativa Annual Fabaceae 
High 

 

Species with a ‘Low’ effectiveness are species that have a rootstock that prevents effective removal without 
substantial digging.  Herbicide treatment is recommended for efficient eradication.  Handweeding/pruning may 
be essential to isolate the weed infestation from desirable plants prior to spraying.   
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��� plantings aim to recreate at least 4 Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC) types.  

Approximately 1.5 hectares of plantings have been developed with community playing a leading role.  The site 
was originally a bend of the Merri Creek which was bypassed when the creek was straightened.  The area was 
subsequently used as a tip and filled in.  In the 1980’s it was developed into a retarding basin as a part of the 
flood protection works for the Sumner Estate, Northcote.  Plantings of tree and shrubs took place in the early 
1990’s, emulating Streambank Shrubland and Escarpment Shrubland EVCs.  In the year 2000, the base of the 
basin was re-shaped and water from stormwater drainage from the adjoining estate was connected to develop 
a series of ephemeral wetland pool and marshes. These have been planted up to emulate Creekline grassy 
Woodland and Plains Grassy Wetland EVCs.  These plantings are well connected to the major corridor of 
indigenous vegetation along the Merri Creek parklands.  They provide diverse habitat resources and have 
become home to a wide array of fauna.  

�
����������������� plantings have been developed on the lower, south facing slopes around the 

wetland.  They are dominated by tree species such as River Red-gum, Eucalyptus camaldulensis, Silver Wattle, 
Acacia dealbata and shrubby species such as Tree violets, Melicytus dentatus.  Weed threats in this zone 
include infestation by bird-dispersed weed species such as Black Nightshade, Blackberry, Cotoneaster and 
Sweet Pittosporum and the shade loving grasses such as Panic Veldt-grass. 
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Priority weed species 

Blackberry, Tradescantia, Panic Veldt Grass, Ivy, 
Black Nightshade 

• Summer 

Patrol the shadiest areas for seedlings of the bird-
dispersed tree and shrub species (Ivy, 
Cotoneaster, Mirror bush) as these will be more 
obvious as the annual weed layer dies back.     

• Autumn 

Continue the summer tasks, this is a good catchup 
season as there is little growth prior to the Autumn 
break.  Black Nightshade, Box-elder,  Cruel Vine 
and Panic Veldt Grass are good targets for removal 
year-round. 

• Winter 

Handweed abundant seedlings of the Twiggy 
turnip, Cleavers and  Mallow around understorey 
plantings.  This will permit natural regenration to 
thrive. 

• Spring 

Maintain the Winter task of young weed removal to encourage natural regeneration. 

Pre-spray handweeds are ideally timed a week before herbicide application. Remove weeds from around the 
base of indigenous plants. Isolate indigenous plants from the general weed mass. 

Post-spray handweeds are best 2-3 weeks after herbicide application. Don’t waste time removing dying weeds 
(obvious from yellowing foliage). This is an ideal time to remove any remaining healthy weeds growing through, 
indigenous plants.  Remember handweeding is easier with moist soil, carry a digging tool with you for stubborn 
roots! 

 

Streambank 
Shrubland 
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Common Name Species Life-form Family Potential for 
handweeding 

Box-elder Acer negundo Tree Aceraceae 
Low (High when 
young) 

Cruel Vine Araujia hortorum Vine Asclepediaceae Low 

Twiggy Turnip Brassica fruticulosa 
Biennial/Perennial 
Herb Brassicaceae High 

Prairie Grass Bromus catharticus Annual Poaceae High 

Common Centaury Centaurium erythraea Annual Gentianaceae High 

Flea-bane Conyza albida Biennial Asteraceae High 

Mirror-bush Coprosma repens Large Shrub Rubiaceae 
Low (High when 
young) 

Cotoneaster 
Cotoneaster 
pannosum Large Shrub Rosaceae 

Low (High when 
young) 

Panic Veldt-grass Ehrharta erecta Perennial Herb Poaceae High 

Petty Spurge Euphorbia peplus Annual Euphorbiaceae High 

Cleavers Galium aparine Annual Rubiaceae High 

Ivy Hedera helix Vine Araliaceae 
Low (High when 
young) 

Small-flowered 
Mallow 

Malva parviflora Annual/Biennial 
Herb 

Malvaceae Low (High when 
young) 

Common Pellitory Parietaria judaica Perennial Herb Urticaceae 
Low (High when 
young) 

Rice millet Piptatherim miliaceum Perennial Herb Poaceae 
Low (High when 
young) 

Sweet Pittosporum 
Pittosporum 
undulatum Large Shrub Pittosporaceae High 

Winter Grass Poa annua Annual Poaceae High 

Blackberry Rubus ulmifolius Large Shrub Rosaceae Low 

Black Nightshade Solanum nigrum Perennial Herb Solanceae High 

Sow Thistle Sonchus oleraceus Annual Asteraceae High 

Chickweed Stellaria media Annual Caryophyllaceae High 

Dandelion Taraxacum sects 
Hamata &Vulgaria 

Perennial Herb Asteraceae 
Low 

Tradescantia 
Tradescantia 
fluminensis Perennial Herb Commelinaceae 

Low (High when 
young) 

 

Species with a ‘Low’ effectiveness are species that have a rootstock that prevents effective removal without 
substantial digging.  Herbicide treatment is recommended for efficient eradication.  Handweeding/pruning may 
be essential to isolate the weed infestation from desirable plants prior to spraying.   
 

 

 


