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For more information call the Parks Victoria Information Centre 

on 13 1963 or visit our website at www.parkweb.vic.gov.au

Bilingual Park Guides  
 

                               

 

Newly arrived refugees and communities around Melbourne will have the opportunity to learn 

more about their local parks and environment with help from Bilingual Parks Guides. 

 

 
Who are the Bilingual Park 
Guides? 
Eleven graduates from diverse backgrounds 
undertook a course as part of the Victorian 
Government’s ‘Go For Your Life’ campaign, which 
aims to promote healthy lifestyles and encourage 
physical activity. 

 

The volunteer guides have learnt valuable skills 
such as leading park tours and educating others 
about native flora and fauna.  The project has 
provided a fantastic way for culturally and 
linguistically diverse and recently arrived 
communities to feel a greater connection to the 
Australian environment. 

 
Partners 
The course has been a collaborative project 
supported by Parks Victoria, Go For Your Life, 
Merri Creek Management Committee, City of 
Whittlesea, DVC: Office of Women's Policy, and 
Northern Melbourne Institute of TAFE (NMIT). 

 
Languages 
Tours can be conducted in Arabic, Assyrian, 
Croatian, French, Greek, Hararian (Ethiopia), 
Kibenbe, Macedonian, Shona, Spanish, Swahili 
and Turkish. 

 

Contact 
If you are interested in an opportunity to meet with 
a Bilingual Park Guide, contact the Community 
Participation Unit on 13 1963. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why does awareness of 
multicultural diversity matter? 
Almost a quarter of Victoria's population were 
born overseas, while 43.5% of Victorians were 
either born overseas, or have a parent who was 
born overseas.  Victorians come from over 200 
countries, speak over 180 languages and dialects 
and follow over 110 religious faiths. 

 

“These figures alone highlight why we should be 
developing a better understanding of the fabrics of 
the community we serve and live in when we 
conduct ourselves in ‘community engagement’. 
Ultimately, better educated and engaged 
communities will view themselves as 
environmentally concerned, and therefore more 
committed to other sustainable activities, and 
become responsible users of our natural 
resources,” said Vural Yazgin, one of the Bilingual 
Park Guides. 

 

Course Coordinator, Dimi Bouzalas from the Merri 
Creek Management Committee said the students’ 
enthusiasm reflected a keen interest among 
multicultural Victorians in the natural environment, 
learning about Australia, getting involved and 
contributing to the community. 
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limited mobility 
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driving 
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Dogs permitted 

 
 Skiing 
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barbecue  Cycling 
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Swimming 
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Power boating 

  
Camping 

Boat 
ramp/power 
boats 

 Accessible for 
caravan 
camping 

Canoeing  Cabin 

Parks belong to all of us 

Like most other countries around the world, 
Victoria and Australia have national and other 
parks to protect plants and animals, air and water. 

Parks are also places for everyone to enjoy; try 
walking, picnics, barbecues, bicycle riding, driving, 
fishing and camping.  You can also take photos, 
enjoy views and look at plants and wildlife. 

 

 

 

 

 

Healthy Parks Healthy People 

Parks are natural settings where we can escape 
from the crowds, noise, stress and pollution of the 
city. 

Research shows that visiting a park can improve 
your health in body, mind and spirit. 

Parks are places where we can be challenged 
and improve our fitness.  They are also places 
where we can relax with friends or family, or on 
our own.  Contact with nature can calm, heal and 
inspire us. 

Interpreter services 

If you would like to find out more about Victoria’s 
parks but need some help with English, we can 
assist!  All of Parks Victoria’s Information Centre 
operators are trained to use telephone interpreters 
and will be happy to take your telephone call on 
13 1963. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So much to see and do 

All of Victoria’s parks are unique with their own 
range of features and facilities that make each 
park special.  
 

On the Internet, visit www.parkweb.vic.gov.au to 
find information and maps for many of the parks. 
The symbols below indicate the various features 
of different parks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information
Parks Victoria

 Information Centre 
Call 13 1963

or visit the 
Parks Victoria website 

www.parkweb.vic.gov.au

Welcome to your parks 
parknote are also available in 

the following languages:

Amharic
Arabic

Bosnian
Dari

Chinese
Croatian

Dinka
Dutch

English
Filipino

German
Greek
Hindi

Hungarian
Indonesian

Italian
Japanese

Khmer
Macedonian

Maltese
Nuer

Polish
Russian
Samoan 
Serbian

Sinhalese
Somali

Spanish
Tamil

Tigrinya
Tongan 
Turkish

Ukrainian
Vietnamese

Caring for the 
environment

Help us look after your park 
by following these guidelines:

Please take rubbish away with 
you for recycling & disposal

All native plants & animals 
are protected by law. 

Please do not disturb them 
in any way
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