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Clean streets for clean rivers
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An Environmental Education resource for 
English as a Second Language learning
Focusing on 
litter and waterways
Designed for CSWE Level 1
Materials consist of:

· Student worksheet

· Teacher’s guide

· Power point visual resource.

The “Clean streets for clean rivers” environment unit addresses the following level 1 Certificate in Spoken and Written English (CSWE) learning outcomes.

	Mod
	Learning Outcome
	Unit component

	A
	1
	Develop a learning / training plan with support.
	End of unit evaluation

	
	2
	Participate in the formal learning environment.
	Unit

	C
	1
	Demonstrate understanding of a short spoken transaction.
	Pre-reading discussion.
Quiz and other exercises when conducted as group activities.

	
	2
	Participate in a short spoken transaction.
	As for C LO1

	D
	1
	Demonstrate understanding of a spoken information text.
	Listening to answers for Quiz, responses to diagram descriptions, other answers provided verbally.

	
	2
	Demonstrate understanding of a written information text.
	Quiz, story, exercise instructions, exercises.

	E
	1
	Demonstrate understanding of a short informal spoken exchange.
	Group and class work.

	
	2
	Participate in a short informal spoken exchange.
	Group and class work

	F
	1
	Demonstrate understanding of a short spoken description.
	Descriptions of photos and diagrams

	
	2
	Give a short spoken description.
	Student responses elicited for photo and diagrams.

	G
	1
	Demonstrate understanding of a short written description.
	Story 

	I
	1
	Demonstrate understanding of short spoken instructions.
	Teacher instructions supporting exercise procedures

	
	2
	Demonstrate understanding of short written instructions.
	Exercise instructions

	J
	1
	Demonstrate understanding of a spoken recount.
	Listening to students telling their stories about their experiences about rivers.

	
	2
	Tell a short recount.
	Participation in Q2 of Pre-reading discussion.  Recounts of own experiences about rivers.

	K
	1
	Demonstrate understanding of a written recount.
	Reading story, comprehension exercises.

	M
	1
	Demonstrate understanding of simple graphs/tables/charts.
	End of unit feedback

	
	2
	Demonstrate understanding of simple maps / plans.
	Question 4: Rivers that flow into Port Phillip Bay

	
	3
	Demonstrate understanding of simple shapes.
	Description of pipes and drains in pre-reading.


Learning outcomes not specifically covered in this unit, but can be covered with the following suggestions:
	Mod
	Learning Outcome
	Unit component

	G
	2
	Write a short description.
	Asking students to write a short description of one of the diagrams, or comparing the differences between the two diagrams.

	K
	2
	Write a recount.
	An excursion can be organised to your local creek or river.  Follow with writing a recount.

	L
	1
	Read and tell time.
	Ask the students what time they think Joe and Salina woke up or went to the creek.

	
	2
	Read and give date.
	Make up a date when this story happened.  Tell the students it happened between ‘x’ and y’.  Have students guess the date by giving only ‘before or after’ answers.

	
	3
	Identify and use Australian currency amounts.
	Can be partially covered by adaptations to some of the questions in the quiz.

	
	4
	Read and compare weight/volume/capacity.
	As for L LO3

	
	5
	Read and compare length/distance.
	Can be covered by additions to story – how far Joe and Salina had to walk to get to the creek.

	
	6
	Read and compare temperature.
	Play a guessing game of what the temperature may have been on the day Joe and Salina went to the creek.


Teacher’s guide
The following information and teaching suggestions can be used to facilitate instruction of the material.

1. Pre-reading discussion
1. A photo of a waterway in your locality can be substituted for the one included. The alternative photo would also need to be substituted in the power point support material.

2. Question 2 lends itself to a broad range of contributions, and caters for different levels in the classroom.  Information shared by students has been most interesting and creates a rich background for making the rest of the material personally relevant.

3. For question 3, rather than stopping where the students identify “rubbish”, it is worth encouraging the students to specify the different types of rubbish they see. 

A ‘model’ cigarette butt can be made by rolling up some white paper, half shaded in orange.   This can be blue-tacked onto the projected image of the rubbish pile.

2. Activity 4:  Comprehension (deeper understanding) exercise
For beginner level 1’s, the exercise can be made less demanding by writing the sentences onto a long strip of paper.  The size of the words needs to be large enough to enable all students in the class to be able to read the sentences.

A group of five students are asked to come to the front of the class and are given a sentence each.  They hold the sentence up so the rest of the class can read the sentence.  Each student holding a sentence takes a turn to read their sentence aloud.  The students in the audience then instruct the individuals in the front to stand in the correct order, explaining why one sentence comes before the other.
3. Activity 5: Prepositions – “Rivers that flow into Port Phillip Bay.
Adapt materials for relevance to student’s local area.
This diagram can be edited to suit your locality.  Use the image in the power point, as this is in Word and can be edited.  The student’s copy of this photo is a jpg and cannot be edited.

The labels, creek and river lines, and arrows have been added in using Word drawing facilities.  The items not relevant can be deleted and you may draw in your own using ‘Autoshapes, Lines’ and arrows.  Alternatively, you can click on the arrows and shift them to where you would like.  The waterway and suburb names in text boxes can be deleted, substituted with your own names and dragged to where you need to locate them.
If you do edit this diagram, you will need to ‘ungroup’ the images (hold down shift, click on required words or shapes, right click the mouse, select ungroup).

Users are free to edit the material for local relevance.  However, we request that the following annotation is added to any edited printed material: 

“Adapted by (your name or organisation).  Original copy of Clean streets for clean rivers and creeks  on www.mcmc.org.au”
4. Activity 6: “Have a guess: Litter quiz!”
Answers to quiz:
1
c) cigarette butts

2
b) 95%

3
a) $41 million

4
c) 4.5 trillion
5
d) 6 billion
6
c) $227 (as in 2009)
When introducing this quiz, it is worth establishing the concept ‘guess’.  You can play a game: “Guess what colour pen is in my right hand”.  It is important for the students to appreciate that they cannot possibly know all the correct answers to this exercise, and that it needs to be done as a fun exercise.  
This works well as a group exercise – the group needs to agree on an answer and record the agreed answer.
A drum roll prior to announcing the correct answer goes down well. 

5. [image: image7.png]Sustainability

Ictoria

The Place To Be



Extra activity (1) – suited to low level 1.
Hands on activity: Making a personal ashtray.
Students can be given instructions to make their own personal ashtray, or an ashtray they can give to someone they know who smokes.
You will need:  One old style plastic film canister and one sticky label (10cm x 4 cm) per student.
The students can draw a picture, or write a caption on the label. 
The students can create their own caption based on what they have learnt, or select from some provided captions.

A couple of suggestions are:

Butts in here – avoid a $227 fine.

Place your butt in here for a clean environment.

6. Extra activity (2) – suited to high level 1 or level 2.

Neighbourhood Litter Count.  See record sheet attached.  
This activity lends itself to a variety of numeracy learning outcomes.

Litter count survey sheet adapted from Keep Australia Beautiful form.

http://www.kab.org.au/files/kabweek/instructions_results_form.pdf
Keep Australia Beautiful National Office

GPO Box 193 Canberra ACT 2601

scottl@kab.org.au

www.kab.org.au
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	Date of count:

	Name:

	Describe the area:

	Size of area in square metres (m2):

	CATEGORIES
	Types of items
	Running tally
	Total

	Glass
	1. bottles 
	
	

	
	2. Jars and other glass
	
	

	Metal
	3. Aluminium cans
	
	

	
	4. Other (Bottle tops, pull rings, foil)
	
	

	Plastic
	5. Lolly wrappers, chip packets
	
	

	
	6. Plastic bags
	
	

	
	7. Other (such as straws, take-away containers)
	
	

	Paper 
	8. Cigarette packets
	
	

	
	9. Cups/takeaway containers
	
	

	
	10. Other (such as tissues, boxes, paper bags)
	
	

	
	11. newspapers and magazines and junk mail
	
	

	Cigarettes
	12. Cigarette butts
	
	

	Other items 
	13. Such as clothing, ice cream sticks, car batteries
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	


Additional resources for waste education

EcoRecycle Victoria   SFSF - Schools For a Sustainable Future www.sfsf.com.au/synergy1_article_eco.htm
Keep Australia Beautiful 
www.kab.org.au
Keep South Australia Beautiful  
www.kesab.asn.au/index.php?page=council-waste-education-programs
Sustainability Victoria
 www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/www/html/1517-home-page.asp
Waste Management Association of Victoria 
www.vwma.com.au/
__________________________________

Prepared by Dimitra Bouzalas for the Merri Creek Management Committee.

Illustrations by Amer Rashad.

Project funded by Sustainability Victoria.
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Your feedback

Feedback, comments or suggestions regarding these materials are most welcome.
Send comments to admin@mcmc.org.au
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