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Sources 

Various sources were used to compile the map of historical swamps in the Upper 

Merri Creek, ranging from early maps which explicitly show swamps and their 

boundaries, to aerial photography from which swampy land can be identified to 

contour information from Spatial Vision and from which swampy land can be 

interpreted. 

1. Parish of Merriang Plan (SLV Feature Plan 376a) 

A copy of the Parish of Merriang Plan is held at the State Library of Victoria.  Three 

swamps can be identified from the shading on plan.  These areas have been 

highlighted in blue.  Hernes Swamp is the largest, and the only one that is named on 

the plan, however swamp land is also shown on Patrick Hanna’s property and another 

on McAde’s.  The names of these landowners have been used in this report to provide 

tentative names for the swamps. 

 

 
 

2. 10m contours 

3. 1m metro Melb contours 

4. Merri Creek Flood report 

The catchment map in The Merri Creek Flood report (MMBW 1974) shows Hernes 

Swamp, Hannas Swamp, Merriang Park Swamp and a small swamp north of Cooper 

Street between Merri and Edgars Creek. 
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5. Roll Plan 117 General Plan of Port Phillip & Campaspe 
River by Robt Hoddle 

This plan is held on Microfiche at the State Library of Victoria. 

An extract of the plan is shown on the next page for the Merriang and Kalkallo areas.  

The quality of the Microfiche printout of the plan leaves a lot to be desired, however 

north of Merriang Herns Swamp and Hanna’s Swamp are marked with dotted lines, 

and west of Merriang, the Spring Street (Beveridge) Swamp is shown, and to the 

south the Merriang Park Swamp is shown. 
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6. Geological quarter maps 

These maps are available on a CD collection and on-line 

at:http://earthresources.efirst.com.au/categories.asp?cID=24&c=2525 

Map L3SW below shows in green the swamp deposit of the Spring Street Swamp 

(Beveridge). 

 
 

Map L3NW below is annotated with Hernes Swamp, and ‘Swamp’ at Hanna’s 

Swamp.  Alluvial deposits and a permanent spring are shown at McAde’s Swamp. 

Other green areas correspond quite well to areas shown as swamp on the subdivision 

map of upper Merri Creek from 10-12-1857 shown on the next page (p.7). 

http://earthresources.efirst.com.au/categories.asp?cID=24&c=2525
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Map L3SE below shows on its far western edge the Merriang Park Swamp, and in the 

northwest corner of the map the Swamp F, both annotated ‘Swamp’. 
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7. 10-12-1857 subdivision map upper Merri Creek 

This map held in the State Library of Victoria shows four swamps in the very upper 

Merri Creek catchment, north of Wallan. They are labelled in this MCMC report as 

Swamps A, B, C and D. 

 

 

 

8. NEROC REPORT 

The Sites of Faunal and Habitat Significance in North East Melbourne report by Cam 

Beardsell for the North East Region of Councils (NEROC 1997) identifies a number 

of wetlands in the catchment.  Unfortunately they are not mapped explicitly.   

Section MLVP site 14 of the text identifies’ Woody Hill Swamp’ and ‘Gas and Fuel 

Swamp’ as part of site MVLP D, which is mapped, but it is quite a large site, and 

locating the sites within the MLVPD requires reference to other resources. 

Other swamps identified in the text include Hernes Swamp, Spring Street Swamp, 

OHerns Road Wetlands and Camoola. 
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9.   Air photos (Google Earth, Nearmap) 

10. Public Lands Office Melbourne 10-12-1857 map 

11. Melbourne Water maps of flood-prone land 

 

 

Table 1 Swamps and Wetlands of the Upper Merri 
 
Name Persistence Status Area (ha) Sources Notes 

Hanna's 

Swamp 

Intermittent  51.7576 Parish of Merriang 

Plan, SLV Feature 

Plan 376a 

Name derived from 

landowner shown 

on the parish plan 

Inverlochy 

swamp 

unknown mostly 

drained 

1090.16 10m contours  

Merriang Park 

swamp 

unknown completely 

drained 

34.7334 1m metro Melb 

contours, Merri 

Creek Flood report 

 

Swamp G   13.3   

Kodak 

Swamp 

intermittent unknown; 

sever 

damag 

13.7816 Brian Bainbridge 

(pers. com) 

 

Galada 

Tamboore 

swam 

intermittent BB, MJ 1.3277   

Spring Street 

Swamp 

Permanent still partly 

present 

127.49 SLV microfiche 

Roll Plan 117 

General Plan of Port 

Phillip & Campaspe 

River by Robt 

Hoddle 

Spring fed 

Swamp F   62.519   

Swamp E unknown Almost 

completely 

dry 

18.2702 10m contours, Merri 

Creek Flood Report 

 

Hernes 

Swamp 

intermittent Almost 

completely 

dry 

625.117 10m contours, Merri 

Creek Flood Report, 

Parish of Merriang 

Plan- SLV Feature 

Plan 376a, 2007-08-

24 o 

Parish Plan 

annotated with 

"This swamp quite 

dry in the summer 

season" 

McAde's 

Swamp 

Intermittent  7.90045 Parish of Merriang 

Plan, SLV Feature 

Plan 376a 

Name derived from 

owner shown on 

Parish Plan 

Curly Sedge 

Swamp 

intermittent extant 16.5872 from contours and 

google earth and 

current extent 

 

OHerns Road intermittent extant 9.81197 approx from  
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Name Persistence Status Area (ha) Sources Notes 

Swamp memory, google 

earth. 

Swamp C  Drained 40.6027 Public Lands Office 

Melbourne 10-12-

1857 map 

 

Swamp B   3.32718 Public Lands Office 

Melbourne 10-12-

1857 map 

 

Swamp A   7.2063 Public Lands Office 

Melbourne 10-12-

1857 map 

 

Swamp D Intermittent  12.8192 Public Lands Office 

Melbourne 10-12-

1857 map 

 

Camoola 

Swamp 

   Google 

Earth/Biosites 

might be 

considerably larger 

 

Additional sources identified 2018 (not incorporated 
into this study at this stage) 

• Title:  

Kalkallo - Seymour. OR K 6, Kalkallo [microform]. 

• Contributor(s): Victoria. Division of Survey and Mapping. 
• Date: 1850  
• Description: map.  
• Map data: Scale 1: 31680.  
• Notes: County/Parish/Township: Kalkallo.  

Map shows: Cadastral features.Typographic features -- Soil and/or 
vegetation described.  
Surveyor: Foot.  
Series note: Historical plan (Victoria. Dept. of Crown Lands and 
Survey) ; OR K 6.  
Series note: Crown Lands and Survey historical plan ; OR K 6.  

• Series / Collection: Historical plan (Victoria. Dept. of Crown Lands 
and Survey) 

• Is part of: Historical maps and plans collection. Old Roads, OR 
• Publication history: Reproduction note: Microfiche. Melbourne : 

Survey and Mapping, Central Plan Office, [1990?].  
• Link to this record: 

http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/MAIN:Everything:SLV_VOYAGER257400
5 

 

http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vl(freeText0)=Victoria.+Division+of+Survey+and+Mapping.&vl(10247183UI0)=creator&vl(34473804UI1)=all_items&vl(1UIStartWith0)=exact&fn=search&tab=default_tab&mode=Basic&vid=MAIN&scp.scps=scope%3a(ROSETTA_OAI)%2cscope%3a(SLV_VOYAGER)%2cscope%3a(SLV_DIGITOOL)%2cscope%3a(SLVPRIMO)&ct=lateralLinking
http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vl(freeText0)=Historical+plan+(Victoria.+Dept.+of+Crown+Lands+and+Survey)&vl(10247183UI0)=lsr30&vl(34473804UI1)=all_items&vl(1UIStartWith0)=exact&fn=search&tab=default_tab&mode=Basic&vid=MAIN&scp.scps=scope%3a(ROSETTA_OAI)%2cscope%3a(SLV_VOYAGER)%2cscope%3a(SLV_DIGITOOL)%2cscope%3a(SLVPRIMO)&ct=lateralLinking
http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vl(freeText0)=Historical+plan+(Victoria.+Dept.+of+Crown+Lands+and+Survey)&vl(10247183UI0)=lsr30&vl(34473804UI1)=all_items&vl(1UIStartWith0)=exact&fn=search&tab=default_tab&mode=Basic&vid=MAIN&scp.scps=scope%3a(ROSETTA_OAI)%2cscope%3a(SLV_VOYAGER)%2cscope%3a(SLV_DIGITOOL)%2cscope%3a(SLVPRIMO)&ct=lateralLinking
http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/MAIN:Everything:SLV_VOYAGER2574005
http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/MAIN:Everything:SLV_VOYAGER2574005
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• Title: 

Wallan and Donnybrook districts. M/DEF 127, Bylands -- Kalkallo -- Linton -- Merriang -- Toorourrong --

 Wallan Wallan -- Yan Yean [microform]. 

• Contributor(s): Victoria. Division of Survey and Mapping. 

• Date: 1909  

• Description: map.  

• Map data: Scale 1: 63360.  

• Notes: County/Parish/Township: Bylands -- Kalkallo -- Linton -- Merriang -- Toorourrong --

 Wallan Wallan -- Yan Yean.  

Map shows: Cadastral features.Typographic features. Buildings plotted. Soil and/or vegetation 

described.  

Surveyor: Monash, John L.  

Series note: Historical plan (Victoria. Dept. of Crown Lands andSurvey) ; M/DEF 127.  

Series note: Crown Lands and Survey historical plan ; M/DEF 127.  

• Series / Collection: Historical plan (Victoria. Dept. of Crown Lands and Survey) 

• Is part of: Historical maps and plans collection. Miscellaneous 

• Publication history: Reproduction note: Microfiche. Melbourne : Survey and Mapping, Central Plan 

Office, [1990?].  

• Link to this record:http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/MAIN:Everything:SLV_VOYAGER2573130 

 

 
• Title: 

Lancefield Junction, Australian Lighthorse camp and zone of operations. M/DEF 73, Bulla Bulla -- 

Buttlejorrk -- Havelock -- Kalkallo -- Kerrie -- Merriang -- Mickleham -- Spring Plains -- Wollert -- Yuroke 

[microform]. 

• Contributor(s): Victoria. Division of Survey and Mapping. 

• Date: [Between 1860 and 1937]  

• Description: map.  

• Map data: Scale 1: 63360.  

• Notes: County/Parish/Township: Bulla Bulla -- Buttlejorrk -- Havelock -- Kalkallo -- Kerrie -- Merriang -- 

Mickleham -- Spring Plains -- Wollert -- Yuroke.  

Map shows: Cadastral features.Typographic features. Buildings plotted. Soil and/or vegetation 

described.  

Series note: Historical plan (Victoria. Dept. of Crown Lands and Survey) ; M/DEF 73.  

Series note: Crown Lands and Survey historical plan ; M/DEF 73.  

• Series / Collection: Historical plan (Victoria. Dept. of Crown Lands and Survey) 

• Is part of: Historical maps and plans collection. Miscellaneous 

• Publication history: Reproduction note: Microfiche. Melbourne : Survey and Mapping, Central Plan 

Office, [1990?].  

• Link to this record:http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/MAIN:Everything:SLV_VOYAGER2573152 

 

 

 
 

This report was produced by Tony Faithfull, Strategic Projects Manager at Merri 

Creek Management Committee in October 2012.  Minor updates were made in 2018. 

 

Comments and corrections will be gratefully received.  Ph. (03) 9380-8199,  

admin@mcmc.org.au    

 

http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vl(freeText0)=Victoria.+Division+of+Survey+and%20+Mapping.&vl(10247183UI0)=creator&vl(34473804UI1)=all_items&vl(1UIStartWith0)=exact&fn=search&tab=default_tab&mode=Basic&vid=MAIN&scp.scps=scope%3a(ROSETTA_OAI)%2cscope%3a(SLV_VOYAGER)%2cscope%3a(SLV_DIGITOOL)%2cscope%3a(SLVPRIMO)&ct=lateralLinking
http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vl(freeText0)=Historical+plan+(Victoria.+Dept.+of+Crown+Lands+and%20+Survey)&vl(10247183UI0)=lsr30&vl(34473804UI1)=all_items&vl(1UIStartWith0)=exact&fn=search&tab=default_tab&mode=Basic&vid=MAIN&scp.scps=scope%3a(ROSETTA_OAI)%2cscope%3a(SLV_VOYAGER)%2cscope%3a(SLV_DIGITOOL)%2cscope%3a(SLVPRIMO)&ct=lateralLinking
http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/MAIN:Everything:SLV_VOYAGER2573130
http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vl(freeText0)=Victoria.+Division+of+Survey+and+Mapping.&vl(10247183UI0)=creator&vl(34473804UI1)=all_items&vl(1UIStartWith0)=exact&fn=search&tab=default_tab&mode=Basic&vid=MAIN&scp.scps=scope%3a(ROSETTA_OAI)%2cscope%3a(SLV_VOYAGER)%2cscope%3a(SLV_DIGITOOL)%2cscope%3a(SLVPRIMO)&ct=lateralLinking
http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vl(freeText0)=Historical+plan+(Victoria.+Dept.+of+Crown+Lands+and+Survey)&vl(10247183UI0)=lsr30&vl(34473804UI1)=all_items&vl(1UIStartWith0)=exact&fn=search&tab=default_tab&mode=Basic&vid=MAIN&scp.scps=scope%3a(ROSETTA_OAI)%2cscope%3a(SLV_VOYAGER)%2cscope%3a(SLV_DIGITOOL)%2cscope%3a(SLVPRIMO)&ct=lateralLinking
http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/MAIN:Everything:SLV_VOYAGER2573152
mailto:admin@mcmc.org.au

